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Transitions: Understanding Signal Words 

Learning to pay attention to traffic signs is a critical skill for drivers.  In much the same ways, learning to pay attention to transition words and signals is a critical skill for readers to acquire.  Transitions are words and phrases that show the relationship between ideas.  These words "signal" changes and should alert the reader to those changes.  The prefix trans is from the Latin, meaning across.  Transitions help us make connections, or move across ideas smoothly.


As readers, we need to take advantage of signal words.  If we see the word but  we expect to find a contrast;  the word and tells us to expect something added.  These words help us predict what will follow.  If we read the signal incorrectly, we can become confused.  Then we need to go back to read the sentence again. 
WORDS THAT SHOW TIME
These transitions indicate a time relationship.  They tell us when something happened in relation to something else.

   first

 next


as


while

   then

 before

             now


during

   often

 after 


until


immediately

   since

 soon


previously

frequently


WORDS THAT SHOW ADDITION

These transitions tell you that the writer is presenting two or more ideas that continue along the same line of thought.  They add to a thought that has already been mentioned.
     and

             in addition

first of all

furthermore  

     also  

moreover

second

             last of all

     another

next


third


finally

WORDS THAT SHOW CONTRAST 

These transition words signal a change in the writer's direction of thought.  They tell us that a new idea will be different in a significant way from the previous one.
     but


in contrast

conversely

on the other hand

     however

instead

            
nevertheless

on the contrary

     yet


still


even though


     although

in spite of

despite
WORDS THAT SHOW COMPARISON

These transition words indicate that the writer is pointing out a similarity between two subjects.  They tell us that the second idea is like the first one in some way.

like
likewise
similarly


as
in like manner
in a similar fashion


just as
equally
in the same way


just like

WORDS THAT SHOW ILLUSTRATION

These transition words show that a writer will provide one or more examples to develop and clarify a given idea.  They tell us that the second idea is an example of the first.


for example
to illustrate
once


for instance
such as
specifically


as an illustration
to be specific
including

WORDS THAT SHOW LOCATION

These transition words show relationships in space.  They tell us where something is in relation to something else.  


on the other side of
inside

  
across

over


in front of
outside

             beneath
under


in back of
opposite

  behind

above


on top of
in the middle of
  beyond

below


nearby
at the end of
 
near

between 


ahead of


within

 
far

next to

WORDS THAT SHOW CAUSE AND EFFECT

Cause and effect transitions signal that a writer is going to describe results or effects.  They tell us what will happen because something else happened.

 
thus


as a result


therefore


because

consequently


since


if.....then

accordingly


so

WORDS THAT SUMMARIZE OR CONCLUDE
These transition words signal that a writer is about to summarize or come to a conclusion.  They tell us that the idea that follows sums up what has gone before it.


in summary

all in all


to sum up


in conclusion

in brief


on the whole


in short


in other words

ultimately



to conclude

WORDS THAT EMPHASIZE OR CLARIFY

These signal words let us know that a writer is about to clarify (explain or make clear) or to interpret a certain point.  They tell us that the second statement is an expansion on a previous one.


clearly


evidently

in other words 
  

 


obviously

certainly

to be sure


 


of course

undoubtedly

as a matter of fact   

 in fact


truly
